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mand was given to stand up, and the officers immediately
obeyed. The sound of their acclamations reached the skies.
Suddenly there came from the East the strains of music.
The principal officers in the Minister's department had
arranged for this in honour of the exalted rank which had
been conferred upon him by the Emperor's recent decree,
and also to celebrate his son's entry into official life.
When the Minister got down from his sedan-chair the
music stopped. The officers were preparing to present them-
selves to him when, suddenly, a messenger in black clothes,
carrying two red cards* rushed forward and handed the cards
to another official. "Their Excellencies, Chang of the Board
of Rites and Vice-Chancellor Ts'al, are here." The man went
into the house to give warning to his master. Then, in two
sedan-chairs, came Chang Pang-ch'ang and Ts'ai Yu. They
were both wearing scarlet ceremonial robes with peacocks
embroidered upon them. One had a buckle of rhinoceros
horn upon his girdle, the other, one of gold.
Following them came Wang TsG-tao, President of the Board
of Civil Service, with Han Lu the Minister of the Left, and
Yin Ching, the Minister of the Right, Marshal Chu offered
them tea, and they caine away at once.
Then came the Duke of Hsi-kuo, a kinsman of the Imperial
House, the President of the Privy Council, ChSng Chii-chung,
and the Master of the Household, the Imperial Son-in-law,
Wang Chin-Ch'Ing. They all wore girdles with jade buckles.
ChSng rode in a sedan-chair, but the others were on horse-
back.
When they had gone, the six officers of the Marshal's own
department paid their respects to him. First came the Com- .
mander-in-chief of the troops at the Capital, Sun Jung; then,
in order, Liang Ying-lung, Commissioner of Police; and the
others, all wearing red cloaks and fur hats. Sun Jung had a
jade buckle to his girdle by virtue of his rank, but the rest
wore gold buckles. They all brought presents.
There was music within the palace as the generals, wearing
golden flowers, offered wine to the Grand Marshal. There
was music in the courtyard while the banquet proceeded
within. When they had offered wine the generals sat down.
Five singers came in, and to the accompaniment of lute and

